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Concerning the juſt and fundamentall Rights 


and Liberties o, themſelves and the Kingdome : 
With ſome humble Pr opoſals and Dehires. 
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A Declaration fron: bis Excellency Sir Tho- 
mas Fairtax, and the Army under his 
Command , bumbly tendered to the P a + 
LIAMENT, concerning the juſt and fun- 
damentall Rights and Liberties of them- 
ſelves and the Kingdome, with ſome hum- 


ble propoſalls and defires. 


Rt Hat we may be no longer the diſ-fatisfa- 

* Ction of our friends, the ſubject of our 

& enemies malice to worke jealofies and 

J] G@© miſ-repreſcntations upon, and the ſul- 
#5>>Xd&D» x1tion if not aſtoniſhment.of many in 
the Kingdome in ourlate or preſent tran{-aCtions and 
condudt of bufinefle, we ſhall in all faithfulneſle and 
dearenefle profeſie,and declare unto you thoſe things 
which have of late portracted and hindered our df- 
banding, the pretent grievaaces which potlcſle our 
Army and are yet unremedied, with our defire as to 
the compleit ſettlement of the liberties and peace of 
the Kingdome, which 1s that blefling of God then 
which nothing 1s more deare tous, or more precious 
movur theughts, we having; hitherto. thonght all our, 
preſent injoymente, wherher of life or livelihooi, or 
A 2 neareſt 


| INIT. 
nearcſt relations, a price but ſufticient to the pur- 


chaſe of to rich a blefling, that we, and ail the free. 


borne people of this Nation may. fir downe in quiet 
under our Vines, and under the glorious admin\- 
{tratzons of Juſtice and Righteouſuelle, and in full 
pefic fon of thoſe fundamentall rights and liberties 
without which we can have httle hopes as to hu- 
mane ccnfiderations, to enjoy either any coniforts of 
life, or fomuch as life it ſclte, but at the pleaſurg 
of men, ruling meerely according to will and 
power. It cannot be unknowne -what hath patlcd 
betwixt the Parliament and. the Army asto the (cr- 
vice of Jreland; by all which together with the 
like proccedings againſt. the Army, in relation to 
their 'Petition and grievances, all men may judge 
what hath hindered the Army from a ready ingage- 
ment 1n that ſervice, and without further Account 
or Apology as to that partieular, then what thoſe 
paitages and proceedings themſclves already made 
publike doeatiord 5 we doe appeale to your ſelves, 
whether thoſe courſes to which the Parliament hach 
by the deſignes and practice of ſome been drawne, 
have rationally tended to indnce a cheercfull and 
unanimous undertaking of the Army to that ſervice, 
or rather breake and pull the Army in peeces with 
diſcontents and diſhonour , and to put ſuch dil- 
obligations and provocations upon it as might drive 
it into diſtemper , and indeed diſcourage both this 
Armyand other Souldiers from any further engage- 
ment in the Parliaments ſervice : And we with 

men would with us upon the whole carriage ſcrioul!y 
conlider ,, whether in the intentions of thoſe who 
have by falſe informations, and miſ{-repreſentations 


put 


ttheParhament upon ſuch wayes: The tim-ly an.l et- 
tictuall reliefe of Ireland ſeemereally to hive ben inten- 
ded, or rather (with the breaking or di-bauding of this 
Army ) todraw together or raiſe iuch other Forces, and 
of ſuch a temper as might ſerve to ſome def perate and d2= 
| {tructive defignes in Exgland, which ( befides the provable 
> ſuſpitions from their carriage of the buſineſle, we have 
* before hand. 1n the tranſaction thereof, had more then 
* hints of ſuch a deſigne, by cleare exprelions to that pur- 
| poſe, from many of thoſe Officers of the Army , that 
| have bezn pzrſwaded, an1 appeared moſt forward to in- 
' oxpe for Ireland on the termes propoſe”, An1 that ſuch 

2 d:figne hath all along been driven, ſeemes now too 
| evident by the preſent diſpoſing of thoſe Fo:ces that 
| have been ingaged for 7re/and) by the indeavour of ſome 
| togaine a power from the Parliament, of ord<ring thoſe 
$ Forces for ſome Service m Erg/.1d, and by the private 
E liſtings of men for ſervice here, without any publique 
{ Authority of Parliament 3 And (all this) by the ſame per- 

ſons who have all along appeared molt active and vio- 
FIcnt intke late proceedings againlt the Army. 

As to the juſt diſcontents and diſ-ſatisfaction of the 
Army, in relatioa to their grievances, an1 their non- 
complyance to the late Orders for Souldiers disbandin 
by pzece-meale, before more full and equall ſatisfa&tt- 
on were given to the wholez We delire you to looke 
back to the Papers already publiſhed of the grievances 

themſelves, the Narrative of the Offizers, and to the 
latter Papers from the Generall Councell of Warre at 
Bury , and the late generall Rendezvouze neare New- 
market 5 and (we thinke your late reſuming the conſide- 
ation of thoſe things (as toa further ſatisfaction) doth 
much juſtifie the defires and proceedings of the Army in 
thoſe paſt particalars hitherto. And thongh ( had we 
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neareſt relations, a price but ſuftctent to the Pur- 


chaſc offo rich a blcſting, that we, and ail the free. 


borne people of this Nation may fit downe in quiet 
under our Vines, and under the glorious adinint- 
{tratzons of Juſtice and Righteouſueſle, and in full 
peſi ſion of thoſe fandamentall rights and libertics 
without which we can have httle hopes as to hu- 
mane confiderations, to enjoy elther any comforts of 
life, or foinuch as lie it ſclte, but at the pleaſurg 
of men, ruling mcerely according to will and 
power. It cannot be unknowne -what hath patled 
betwixt the Parliament and. the Army asto the (cr- 
vice of Jreland; by all which together with the 
like proccedings againſt. the Army, 1n relation to 
their Petition and grievances, all men may judge 
what hath hindered the Army from a ready ingage- 
ment in that ſervice, and without further Account 
or Apology as to that particular, then what thoſe 
paſtages and proceedings themſelves already made 
publike doeatlord z we doe appeale to your ſelves, 
whether thoſe courſes to which the Parliament hach 
by the defignes and practice of ſome been drawne, 
have rationally tended ro induce a cheercfull and 
unanimous undertaking of the Army to that ſervice, 
or rather breake and pull the Army in peeces with 
diſcontents and diſhonour , and to put ſuch dil- 


obligations and provocations upon it as might drive 


it into diſtemper , and indeed diſcourage both this 
Army and other Souldiers from any further engage- 
ment in the Parliaments ſervice : And we wiſh all 
men would with us upon the whole carriage ſcrioully 
conlider,, whether in the intentions of thoſe who 
have by falſe informations, and miſ{-repreſentations 

put 


tthe Parhament upon ſuch wayes: The tim -ly an.l ef- 
tituall refiete of Ireland ſeemereally to hive been inten- 
ded, or rather ( with the breaking or di-banding of this 
| Army ) todraw together or raiſc juch other Forces, and 
of ſuch a temper as might ſerve to ſome deſperate and d2- 
| {tructive defignes 1n Exg/and, which ( beſides the probable 
| ſuſpitions from their carriage of the buſineſle, we have 
* before hand. 1n the tranſaction thereof, had more then 
| hints of ſuch a deſigne, by cleare exprefſions to that pur- 
* poſe, from many of thoſe Officers of the Army, that 
| have be:n perſwaded, an1 appeared moſt forward to in- 
* ox9e for Ireland on the termes propoſe!. An1 that ſuch 
a defigne hath all along been driven, ſeemes now too 
© evident by the preſent diſpoſing of thoſe Fo:ces that 
have been ingaged for 7re/and) by the indeavour of ſome 
| togaine a POWET from the Parliament, of ord: ring thole 
> Forces for ſome Service in Exg/.:ind, and by the private 
| liſtings of men for ſervice here, without any publique 
| Authority of Parliament 5 And (all this) by the ſame per- 
ſons who have all along appeared molt active and vio- 
nt inthe late proceedings againlt the Army. 
| As to the juſt diſcontents and diſ-ſatisfaction of the 
Army, in relatioa to their grievances, an41 their non- 
complyance to the late Orders for Souldiers disbanding 
by pzece-mealz, before more full and equall ſatisfaCti- 
on were given to the whole; We defire you to looke 
back to the Papers alre2dy pubiiſhed of the grievances 
themſelyes, the Narrative of the Offi-ers, and to the 
latter Papers from the Generall Councell of Warre at 
Bury , and the late generall Rendezvouze neare New- 
mirket 5 and (we thinke your late reſuming the confide- 
ation 'of thoſe things (as toa further ſatistaftion) doth 
much jultifie the defires and proceedings of the Army in 
tidle paſt particulars hitherto. And t ongh ( had we 
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(upon our firſt addreſles) % No undoubled Rights and 
dues) found a free and candid reception, with a juſt con. 
{ideration, and a reaſonable ſatisfaction, or at leaſt an in. 
genious Anſwer therein 5 We ſhould have been eaſily 
ſatisfiable ro have abated or forborne much of our dues, 
and not to have inquired into, or conſidered (fo farr 
as we have) either the poſſibilities there are for more 
preſent ſatistaftion of Arreares , or the credit of future 
ſecurities propoſed) yer fince upon thoſe former addref- 
ſes, we have found ſuch hard dealing (as 1n the ſaid Pa 
pers is ſer forth, and thoſe additionall (though hither. 
lb; to but partiall ſatisfaction) coming ſo hardly as they haye, 
11.09 we finde no obliging reaſons in the leaſt, to decline or 
104 recede from whwx is our duc, but rather ſtill to adhere 
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| unto our def res of full and equall ſatisfaction m all the 
| |, things mentioned in the aforeſaid Papers , not onely 
jþ ia bchalfe of our ſclves ard the Army , but allo of the 
It whole Souldiery thcrow cut the K'n2dome, who hare 
I cancurred, or {hall concurre with us in the ſame defires, 
I and to all our former defires. As Souldiers we cannct 
| but adde this, wherein we finde our ſelves ſo ncerly con. 
cerncd in point of Juſtice and Reputation , that more 
care, and a ſtricter courſe may be taken for gocd, al 
Articies granted upon ſurrendors, according to the true 
intent and mneaning of them as alſo for remedy andre- 
paration, incaſe of any breach (and this) without thoſe 
delayes which divers have found as prejudiciall to them, 
k or wore then if they had been totally Cented the 
þ} performance of them. Nor will it now (we hope) ſeeme 
I ſirange or unſeaſonable to rationall and honeſt men, who 
in confider the confequence of our preſent caſe, nd their owt 
and the Kingdoms, -as well as our furure:cencernm ents i 
point of right, freedome, peace and ſatety, it from a dept 
{cence of the high conſcquence of our preſent caſe, boih " 
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our {elyes( in future) and all other p:ople, we ſhall before 
Dizbanding proceed in our owne and the Kingdoms behalte 
to propound, ana plead tor ome provilion tor our and the 
Kingdoms latisfaction, and fu:ure ſecurity in relation to 
tholc things: eſpecially conlidering that we were not a mcere 
mercinary Army, hircd to ſerve any Arbitrary pawer of 
Eſtate, bur called torth and conjured by the ſever:j| Decla- 
rations of Parliament, for the defence of our owns and the 
coples Rights and Liberties, and ſo we tooke up Armes in 
Fadgement and conicience to thoſe ends, and have lo conti-* 
nued them, and are reſolved according to your hilt juſt de- 
fires in your Declarations, and ſuch principles as we have 
received trom your frequent informations, and our owne 
common ſence concerning thoſe our fundamentall Rights 
and Liberties, to eftc& and vindicate the jutt power a::d right 
of this Kingdome in Parliaments for thole common ends 
promiſed againſt al] Arbi:riry power, violence and opprel- 
lion, and ail particular parties or intereſts whatſoever, the 
ſaid Declarations ft1!l directing us to the equital le ſence of 
all Lawes and Ccnftitutions, as diſpenſing with the very 
letters of the ſame, and being ſupreame to it. when the ſafe- 
tyand preſervation of all is concerned. and affuring us that 
> 15 fundamentally ſealed in the Office, and but 
miniftcrially in the Perſon« ; nejcher dor, or will rheſe our 
procecings (as weare fully and in conſcience perlwaded ) 
amount to any thing not w..rrantable betore God and men, 
being thus farre much ſhort of the common proceedings 
in other Nations, to things of an highe: nature then we 
have yet appearcd to: and iye cannot but be ſenſtble of the 
great compIpli.ints that have been made to us generally in 
the £1ingJome, from the p:ople where we march, by Pcti- 
tion, and otherwiſe of Arbitrarinefle ar.d injuſtice to 
their great and inſupportable oppresftons. 

And truly ſuch Kingdomes as have according both tc: 
the Law of Natu e and Nations, appeared to the vindicatiot: 
and defence of their /uſt Rights and Liberties have procec- 
\ ded much hi:her as our Brethren of Sc-r/2nd. who 1n thi 
iſt beginning of theſe late differences. aflociated in Cove- 
nant trom the very lame Grounds and Principles, baving ni 


vilble forme exther of Parliament or King to countenene 
| ther 
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them: & as they weretherein initituted & proteRted by their 
own and this Kingdome allo, {o we jultly thall cxpcct 'o be, \ 

We need not mention the State of rhe Aether-Lunds, the ' 
Portug ils, and others, all proceeding upon the ſame Princi. y 
ples of Right and Freedome, and accordingly the Parliy y 

ent hath Declared it no reſiſting of Majcttracy to fide WW - 
ich the juſt Principles, and Law ot Nature and Nitiony, | 
being that Law upon which we have asfitted you, and tht WR © 
the Souldiery may lau fully hold the hands ot that Generall Wk vl 
who will turne his Cannon againſt his Army on purpole to Win 
deſtroy them : the Seame:. the hinds of that Pilot who wil- Wha : 
fully runs the Ship upon the rock ( as our Brethren of %« to 
land argued ) and tuch were the proceedings of our Anceſtors 
of tamous memory, to the purchaſing ot ſuch Rights and 
Liberties as the, have enjoyed through the price of their 
blood, and we both by th..t and the latrer bloo\ of our dea- 
reſt friends and tcllow Souldiers, all the hazard ot our owne 


doe lay claime unto. 
Nor 15 that ſupreme end (the glory of Gad ) wanting in theſe caſe; tofer 


. price upon all fuch proceedirgs of righteonſneſſe and juſtice, it being cne we 


wirneile of Go: in the world to carry on a teſtimony againſt rhe ir juſtine and 
unrighreoufreile of men, and apainſt the miſcartiages. of Governments, when 
corrupre\! or declining from their primirive and or/ginall glory. 

__ Llhefethirgs we mention bur ro compare proceedings, and to ſhew thit 
we are {o mich rhe more juſt:fiible and warrantable in what-we do; by 
how much we come ſhoir of char height and meaſure of proceedings, which 
the people in free k irgdowes and Nations have formerly pradtiſcd. : 

Now havirg thus farre cleared our way in this bufinetfe , we ſhall pro- Jl 
videro propourd ſuch things as we do humbly defire for the ſerlirg and 
ſecurirg cf our cwne and the K ingdomes peace ard fafery, as followeth : 

1. That the Houſes way be ſpeedily purged of ſuch Members , as for 
their Delinquency, or fcr corruprions or abuſe to the Szare, or undue ele 
on, ought not 12 fit there 3 whereof the lare eleftion in Cornwall, Watts, 
and other parts of rhe Kingdowe afford roo many examp'es, tothe great 
pre ju.{ice of rhe peoples freedome, in the ſaid EledGions. 

2. Thar thoſe perſons who have 'inthe late unjuſt and high proceeding 
2gainſt rhe Army, appear<d to have the will, the confidence, credit, and pv 
wer, to abuſe rt] e Parliament and the Army , and indanger the Kingdome in 
te carrying on ſuch'things againſt us (while an Army ) may be ſome way [pet 
dily diiabied from doing the like or worſe ro us (who d.-sbanded and dipearſh, 
and in the condirion of private men ) or to orhet the free borne people of 
England, in the ſame condition with 1:3 : And that ( for rhat purpoſe) the 
fane perions may not continue in the ſame power (eſpecially) as our and the 
Kirg«dou:s Ludges in the H:gheſt Truſt, bur may be made incapable thercof for 


tutire. 
And 


(7) a; 
And if is be queſtioned who. theſe: aze,, we- thought tot fit 
icularly ta name-them in this our Repreſentation ro-yov, bur 
ll very ſpeedily give in their names, and before long ſhall offer 
yhat we have to fay againſt them to your Commiſſioners : 
vherein we hope ſo to carry our ſelves,as that the world ſhall ſee 
. eaimat nothing of private revenge or animoſities, but that Ju- 
ice may have a free courſe, and the Kingdom be caſed and ſecu- 
ed, by difinabling ſuch men at lea!t from places of Judicature, 
gho deſiring to advantage or ſet up themſelves and their party 
na general confuſion, have endeavored to put the Kingdom into 
a new flame of War, then which nothing is more abhorrent 


ls, 
But becauſe neither the granting of theſe alone would be fuf- 
ficient to ſecure our own and the Kingdoms Right, Liberties and 
Gafety, either for the preſent Age or poſterity : Nor would our 
propoſal of this ſingly be free from the ſcandal and appearance of 
Fation or Defign onely ro weaken one party (under the notion 
of unjuſt or tyrannical) that we may advance another which may 
be imagined more our own) We therefore Declare, That indeed 
we cannot but wiſh that ſuch men, and ſuch onely might be pre- 
encd to the great power and truſt of rhe Commonwealth, as 
eapproved at leaft for Moral Righteouſneſs ; and of ſuch, we 
annot but in our wiſhes prefer thoſe that appear ated thereuntq 
dy a principle of Conſcience and Religion in them : And accord- 
ingly we do and ever ſhall bleſs God for thoſe many ſuch Wor- 
ies, who through his providence have been choſen into this 
Parliament, and to ſuch mens endeavors under God) we cannot 
but attribute that Vindication in part of the peoples Rights and 
Liderties, and thoſe beginnings of a juſt Reformation, which the 
felt proceedings of this Parliament appeared to have driven at 
and tended to, theugh of late obſtructed, or rather diverted to 
ther ends and intereſts, by the prevailing of other perſons of 
(ther principles and conditions, 

But yet we are fo far from deſigning or complying to havean 
bolate or Arbicrary power fixt or letled for continuance, in 
ay perſons whatſoever, as that (if we might be ſure co obtain it). 
cannot wiſh to have jt ſo-in the ns of any whom we. 
ld molt confide in, or who ſhould appear molt of our own 
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| (8) 
Opinions or Principles, or whom we might have perſonal a; 
rance of, or intereſt in; but we do and ſhall much rather wi, 
That the Aithority of this Kingdom in Parliaments rightly cog, 


lticured (that is) frecty, equally aad ſucceiJivelv-choſen, accord. 
ing to irs original intention, may ever tand and have its courk 
And therefore we ſhall apply our defires chiefly to ſuch things x 
(by baving Parliaments ered in ſuch a right conſtirution) my 
give moſt hopes of Juſtice and Righreouſnels to flow dow 
equally to all in that its ancient channel, without any Overture 
tending either to overthrow that foundation of Order and G6. 
vernment in this Kingdom, or to ingroſs that power for perpe. 
tuity into the hands of any particular perſons or party whath. 
ever ; and for that purpoſe, though as we have found ir Coubtet 
by many men (minding ſincerely the publique good , but ngt 
weighing ſo fully all conſequences of things) it may, and is nat 
unlike to prove, That upon the ending of this Parliament, andthe 
EleRtion of new, the conſtitution of ſucceeding Parliaments (i 
to the perſons elected) may prove for the worſe many ways; yt 
fince neither in the prefent purging of this Parltamenc, nor in the 
Election of new, ve cannot promile to our felves or to the King. 
dom an aflarance of Juſtice, or other poſitive good , from the 
hands of men, but thoſe who for preſent appear moſt righteow 
and moſt for common good (having an unlimited power fixedin 
them during life or pleaſure) in time may become corrupt, 0 
ſettle into parties or Factions ; or on the other ſide, in thecal 
of new EleRions, thoſe that ſhould ſo ſucceed may prove asbad 


or worle then the former : We therefore humbly conceive, That 


(of two inconveniences the leſs being to be choſen) the main 
things to be intended in this caſe (and beyond which humane 
providence cannot reach, as to any aſſurance of poſitive good 
ſcems to be this; viz. To provide, that however unjult or co 
rupt the perſons of Parliament-men in preſent or future mi 
prove, or whatever ill they may do to particular partics, 0r t0 


the whole in particular things, during their reſpeRive terms! 
periods, yer they ſhall not have the temptation or advantaged 
an unlimited power fixt in them during their own plealure 
whereby to perpetuate Injuſtice and Oppreflion upon any vit 
out end or remedy, or $0 advance and uphold any one pune 

it, 
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(9 
Party, Faction or Intereſt *.: to the oppreſſion or pre- 
judice of the Community, and the inſlaving of the Kingdom unto 
all poſterity ; but that cheſe people may have an equal hope or 
pollibility (if they have made an ill choice at one time to amend 
i in another) and themſelves may be in a capacity to taſte of Sub- 


# jc4ion aſwel as Rule, and may fo be inclined to conſider of other 


mens caſes, as what may come to be their own. This we ſpeak 
2 in relation to the Houſe of Commony, as being intrufted on 
the peoples behalf for their intereſt in that great and Supreme 
power of the Commonwealth, (viz. The Legiſlative power, 
with the power of final Judgement) which being in its own na- 
ture ſo Arbitrary, and in a maner unlimired (unleſs in point of 
time) ismoſt unfit and dangerous, as to the peoples interclt, ts 
be fixt in the perſons of the ſame men during life or their own 
gleaſure; neither by the original conſticution of this State was it 
or ought it to continue ſo, nor do's it where ever it is and con- 
ticue ſo, render that State any better then a meer Tyranny, or 
people ſubjefted to ir any better then Vaſſals; bur in all 
Ftates where there is any face of common Freedom, and par- 
tenlarly in this State of ENGLAND, as is moſt evi- 
lent both by many Poſitive Laws (and Ancient conſtant Cu- 
0ms) the People have a Right to new and ſucceTive EleAions 
unto that great and Supreme Truſt, at certain periods of time, 
Which is ſo Eſſential and Fundamental to their Freedom, as it 
"not or oaght not to. be denicd them or withheld from them, 
and withoat which the Honſe of Commons is of very little eon- 
rriment to the Intereſt of the Commons of Exgland: Yet in 
this we would not be mifinderſtood, in the leaſt to blame thoſe 
orthies of both Houſes, whoſe zeal to vindicate the Livertics 
if this Nation, did procure that A for continuance of this Par- 
lament, whereby it was ſecured from being diſſolved ar. the 
Ki prom, asformer Parliaments have been, andrreduced 
0 fuch a certainty as might enable them the: better to aſkert 
d vindicate the Liverties of this Nation, immediately before 
highly invaded, and then alſo ſo much indangered ; and theſe 
etake to be the principal ends and grounds for which in that 
ugency of time and affairs it was promiſed, and to which we 
mowledge it hath happily vcen made uſe of : But we cannot 
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| 1 Opinions or Principles, or whom we might have perſonal af, j: 
118 | rance of, or intereſt in; but we do and ſhall much rather wi, j 
| | That the Authority of this Kingdom in Parliaments rightly cop al 
| * Llicured (thatis) freciy, equally and ſucceilively-choſen, accork, p 
Fl ing to irs original intention, may ever ttand and have its courk ic 
| | | | And therefore we ſhall apply our defires chiefly to ſuch thing, Wi j 
F808 (by baving Parliaments ſerled in ſuch a right conſticution) my WF m 
WI 6!" give moſt hopes of Juſtice and Righreouſneſs to flow don 
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[14.0 equally to all in that its ancient channel, without any Overtaes WS th 

it I tending either to overthrow that foundation of Order and Gs Wh po 
"A! vernment in this Kingdom, or to ingrofs that power for perpe. FS wi 
Trl!” tuity into the hands of any particular perſons or party whath» WW tur 


SEM! ever ; and for that purpoſe, though as we have found ir doubted WS tin 
\ by many men (minding ſincerely the publique good , but nx fe 
weighing fo fully all conſequences of things) it may, and is not 
unlike to prove, That upon the ending of this Parliament, andthe 
EleRtion of new, the conſtitution of ſucceeding Parliaments (« MilWrin: 
to the perſons elefted) may prove for the worſe many ways; ya 
fince neither in the preſent parging of this Parltament, nor inthe 
Election of new, we cannot promile to our felves or to the King iſtic: 


K; 
i dom an ailarance of Juſtice, or other poſitive good , from the ider 
ht! hands of men, but thoſe who for preſent appear moſt righteow 
l | and moſt for common good (having an unlimiced power tixed n Mifurt 
| them during life or pleaſure) in time may become corrupt, of Wh 
| ſettle into parties or FaRtions ; or on the other ſide, in the cal " 
Til | of new EleRions, thoſe that ſhould ſo ſucceed ray prove asbad 


or worle then the former : We therefore humbly conceive, Tut Wilfeerr 
(of two inconveniences the lefs being to be choſen) the man ith 
things to be intended in this caſe (and beyond which humane 
| providence cannot reach, as to any aſſurance of poſitive good) 
| ſeems to be this; vx. To provide, that however unjult or cor 


þ wh rupt the perſons of Patliament-men in preſent or future may {in 
f | 180! : prove, or whatever ill they may do to particular partics, 0r t0 
60.190 the whole in particular things, during their reſpeRive terms 0! 
[1009-40 periods, yer they ſhall not have the rempration or advantage Wh ti 
WWE an unlimited power fixt in them during their own plealures ket 


whereby to perpetuate Injuſtice and Oppreflion upon any vity 
out end or remedy, or ko advance and uphold any one particiur 
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Party, Faction or Intereſt > - / ih to the oppreſſion or pre- 
judice of the Community, and the inſlaving of the Kingdom unto 
all poſterity ; but thae theſe people may have an equal hope or 
poſſibility (if they have made an ill choice at one time to amend 
ie inanocher) and chemſelves may be in a capacity to taſte of Sub- 
$ jc4ion aſwel as Rule, and may ſo be inclined to conſider of other 
mens caſes, as what may come to be their own. This we ſpeak 
2 in relation ro the Houſe of Commonyg, as being intruſted on 
the peoples behalf for their intereſt in that great and Supreme 
power of the Commonwealth, (viz. The Legiſlative power, 
with the power of final Judgement) which being in its own na- 
ture ſo Arbitrary, and in a maner unlimired (unleſs in point of 
time) ismolt unfit and dangerous, as to the peoples intereſt, ts 
be fixt in the perſons of the ſame men during life or their own 
pleaſure ; neither by the original conſtitution of this State was it 
or ought it to continue ſo, nor do's it where ever it is and con- 
tinue ſo; render that State any better then a meer Tyranny, or 
the people ſubjeRted to ir any better then Vaſſals; but in all 
States where there is any face of common Freedom, and par- 
txularly in this State of ENGLAND, as is molt evi- 
dent both by many Poſitive Laws (and Ancient conſtant Cu- 
ſoms) the People have a Right to new and ſucceJive EleAions 
untothzt great and Supreme Truſt , at certain periods of time, 
which is ſo Eſſential and Fundamental to their Freedom, as it 
not or ought not to. be denicd them or withheld from them, 
and without which the Honſe of Commons is of very little eon- 
ernment to the Intereſt of the Commons of Exgland: Yet in 
this we would not be miſinderſtood, in the leaſt to blame thoſe 
orthies of both Houſes, whoſe zeal to vindicate the Libertics 

if this Nation, did procure that A for continuance of this Par- 
ument, whereby it was ſecured from bang diflolved ar. the 
Kings pleaſure, as former Parlizments have been , andrreduced 
0 fuch a certainty as might enable them the: better to aſſert 

d vindicate the Lioerties of this Nation , immediately before 
highly invaded, and then alſo ſo much indangered ; and theſe 
etake to be the principal ends and grounds for which in that 
gency of time and affairs it was promiſed, and to which we 
Knowledge it hath happily vcen made uſe of : But we cannot 
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Opinions or Principles, or whom we might have perſonal af; 
rance of, or intereſt in; but we do and ſhall much rather wi, 
That the Authority of this Kingdom in Parliaments right!y cop 
ſtirured (that is) freciy, equally and fucceilively-choſen, accord 
ing to its original intention, may ever tand and have its courſ, 
And therefore ve ſhall apply our defires chiefy to ſuch things, 
(by baving Parliaments ferlcd in fach a right conſtitution) my 
give moſt hopes of Juſtice and Righreouſnels to flow down 
equally to all in that its ancient channel, without any Overtirg 
tending either to overthrow that foundation of Order and G6. 
vernment in this Kingdom, or to ingroſs that power for perpe. 
tuity into the hands of any particular perſons or party whath. 
ever ; and for that purpoſe, though as we have found it doubtel 
by many men (minding ſincerely the publique good , but ng 
weighing fo fully all conſequences of things) it may, and 1s not 
unlike to prove, That upon the ending of this Parliament, andthe 
EleRtion of new, the conſtitution of ſucceeding Parliaments(x 
to the perſons elefted) may prove for the worſe many ways; yd 
fince neither in the preſent purging of this Parliament, nor inthe 
Election of new, ve cannot promile to our felves or to the King, 
dom an ailarance of Jultice, or other poſitive good , from tie 
hands of men, but thoſe who for preſent appear moſt righteow 
and moſt for common good (having an unlimiced power tixedin 
them during life or pleaſure) in time may become corrupt, of 
ſettle into parties or FaRtions ; or on the other ſide, in thecal 
of new EleRions, thoſe that ſhauld ſo ſucceed may prove asbad 


or worſe then the former : We therefore humbly conceive, That 


(of two inconveniences the leſs being to be choſen) the main 
things to be intended in this caſe (and beyond which humane 
providence cannot reach, as to any aſſurance of poſitive good) 
ſcems to be this; viz. To provide, that however unjult or cor 
rupt the perſons of Parliament-men in preſent or future mi 
prove, or whatever ill they may do to particular parties, 0r t0 
the whole in particular things, during their reſpeRive terms 
periods, yer they ſhall not have the temptation or advantaged 
an unlimiced power fixt in them during their own plealure 
whereby to perpetuate Injuſtice and Oppreflion upon any wit 
Qut end or remedy, or $0 advance and uphold any one particu 
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Party, Fation or Intereſt ww to the oppreſſion or pre- 
judice of the Community, and the inſlaving of the Kingdom unto 
all poſterity ; but rhac theſe people may have an equal hope or 
poſſibility (if chey have made an ill choice at one time to amend 
ie inanocher) and rhemfelves may be in a capacity to taſte of Sub- 
$ jction aſwel as Rule, and may fo be inclined to conſider of other 
mens caſes, as what may come to be their own. This we ſpeak 
2 in relation to the Houſe of Commong, as being intruſted on 
the peoples behalf for their intereſt in that great and Supreme 
power of the Commonwealth, (viz. The Legiſlative power, 
with the power of final Judgement) which being in its own na- 
ture ſo Arbitrary, and in a maner uvlimiced-(unlels in point of 
| time) ismoſt unfit and dangerous, as to the peoples interclt, ts 
be fixt in the perſons of the ſame men during life or their own 
pleaſure ; neither by the original conſtirution of this State was it 
or ought it to continue ſo, nor do's it where ever it is and con- 
tioue ſo, render that State any better then a meer Tyranny, or 
the people ſubjeted to ir any better then Vaſlals; bur in all 
States where there is any face of common Freedom, and par- 
ticularly in this State of ENGLAND, as is moſt evi- 
lent both by many Poſitive Laws (and Ancient conſtant Cu- 
dms) the People have a Right to new and ſucceive EleAions 
untothat great and Supreme Trut, at certain periods of time, 
which is ſo Eſſential and Fundamental to their Freedom, as it 
not or ought not to. be denicd them or withheld from them, 
and without which the Honſe of Commons is of very little Eon- 
cement to the Intereſt of the Commons of England: Yet in 
this we would not be mifinderſtood, in the leaſt to blame thoſe 
Worthies of both Houſes, whoſe zeal ro vindicate the Livertics 
if this Nation, did procure that AR for continuance of this Par- 
lament, whereby it was ſecured from being diflolved art. the 
Kings pleaſure, as former Parlizments have been , andrreduced 
0 fuch a certainty as might enable them the: better to aſſert 
d vindicate the Lioerties of this Nation, immediately before 
highly invaded, and then alſo ſo much indangered ; and theſe 
take to be the principal ends and grounds for which in that 
gency of time and affairs it was promiſed, and to which we 
nowledge it hath happily ovcen made bfe of : But we cannot 
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-thick it wasby ghaſe Worthirs intended, or ought tobe made 
uſe of, to therperpetuating of that Supreme Truft and Poixer i 
the:perſons of any during 'their own pleaſores, or to the te. 
barring of the People From their right of. EleAions torally ney, 
when thoſe Dangers or Exigencies were ,piſt, and the Afi 
-_ Safery of the Common-wealth would admit of ſuch 4 
nge. | 

Having rhus cleared our Grounds and Intentions, as we hope 
from all ſcruples or miſunderſtandings ; in what follows we 
ſhall proceed further to propoſe, what we humbly deſire for the 
ſetling and ſecuring of our own and the Kingdoms Rights 
Liberties (through the bleſſing of God to Poſterity) and there 
fore, upon all the grounds premiſed , we further humbly detr 
as followeth : 

2. That fome determinate period of time may be it, fa 
the continuance of this and future Parliaments, beyond whid 
none ſhall continue, and upon which new Writs may of courk 
iſe out, and new EleRions ſucceſſively take place, accordingto 
the aritent of the Bill for Triennial Parliaments. 

And-herein we 'would not'be miſunderſtood , to defre a'pre 
{ent or ſtdden diflolution of this Parliament, but onely (as s& 
prefied before) That ſome certain period may be ſet for theds 
rermining of it, ſoas it may not remain (as now) continuatk 
forever, or duripg the pleaſure of the, preſenr Members: And 
weſhould deſire, That the period: to be now ſet for ending tis 
Parkament, ray be fuch-as may give ſathcient time for proviton 
of what is wanting, and neceſfary to be paſſed in point of Jul 
Reformation, and for further ſecuring the-Rights, Liverries, and 
ſrling the Peace of the Kingdom ; In ortler to which we furthet 
humbly offer : 

4.” That ſecure proviſion may.be made-for the continuanced 
future Peftiaments, ſo as they:may not be adjournable or di 
folvable at the Kings pleaſure, orany other ways, then by ther 
own conlent, during their reſpeRtive periods, but at thoſe pericds 
cach Parliament ro determine. of courſe, as before : This we dt 
fire'may be now . provided for (if it may be) ſoas to put it oi 
of-all diſpute for future, though wethiak of right it 0ugit td! 
ro haye been otherwiſe before. 
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- And thus a firm foundation being faid in the Authority /and 
Conſtitution of Parliament, for the hopes at 'leatt of Common 
and Equal Right and Freedom to our felves,-and all-rhe Free- (a0e: 4 
born People of this Land ; 'We ſhall for our parts fredly and #M. If 
cheerfully commit ourſtock or ſhare of Intereſt m this Kingdom 
jntothis common Bottom of Paritaments ; and though it may 
(for our particulars) go ill with us in one voyage, yet we ſhall 
E thus hope (ﬆ right beavith.us) tofare better in another ; Theſe 
things we defire may be provided for'by Bil or Ordinance of | 
Auliament,to which the Royal.Aﬀent may be defired ; and when 4 
HisMajeſty intheſe things, and what elſe ſhallbe propoſed by | 
the Parliament, neceſſary for fecuring the Rights and Liberties of 
thePcpple, and:for-ferling che Militia and Peace of the Kingdorr, | 
ſhall have given:his Concurrence, -to pat them paſt all difpue; | 
WE Wc hall then.defire, 'Fhat the Rights of 'His Majeſty and His F 
WY Poſterity may be confidercd of, and fetled in allthines, fo far as ur! 
- WH axay confilt-with the Right and Freedom of the SubjeR, and 
| WH with the ſecurity:of the ame for fature. ik 
5. Wedelire, That'the Rights and|Freedom of -the People to BY 
eprefent/ by way :of humble Petition -to the Parkament, thejr if 
anevances in-ſuch things as cannot» otherwiſe be remedied, then 
by Parliament, may be cleared and vindicated : That all ſuch 
Grievances of the People maybe freely received and admitted 
mo confideration, and-pur into an cauitable -and ſpeedy way to 
beheard, examined and redrefled: (if chey appear” real) And that ;q 
n ſuch-things for which men have remedy by Law ,-they may | 
tefieely lefr to the henetit. of Law, and the regulated conrle of 
Jultice, without interruption or check from the Parliament, ex- | 
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ceptin caſe of things done upon the 'Exigency of. War, .or for 

the ſervice-and benefic of rhe Parliament and Kingdom , in re- | 

tion to the War, .or otherwite, .in.due-purfuance and execution | 

of Ordinances or Orders. of Parkament. | 46 | 
More particularly nnder this Head we cannot bat defire, Thar 

Which as are impritoned for any pretended 'Mifdememor, may 
put into a ſpeedy way for a jult Kcaring.and Frys), and fach | 

wihall appearto have been najuttly and unduly imprifoned, may q h 

(sith+beir liberties} have ſome reaſonable reparation, according 

viheir ſufferings, and the demerit of their oppreſiors. - | 

E. That {{! 
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6. That the large Powers given to Committees or 
Lieutenants, during the late times of War and DiltraRion, may 
| beſpeedily taken into conlidefation, That ſuch of thoſe Pye 
as appear not neceſſary to be continued, may be taken away, a 
ſuch of them as are neceſſary, be pur into a regulated way , w 
left to as lictle Arbitrarynels as the nature and neceſſity of the 
things wherein they are converſant will bear. 

. Wecoald with that the Kingdom aight both be righted 
and publikely fatisfied in point of Accompts for the valt ſung 
that have been levied and paid, as allo in divers other thing 
whereia the Commonie: ved to have ben 
wronged or abuſed ; But weare loath to preſs any thing that 
may tend to lengthen out further diſpates or contelſtationsbut rs 
ther ſuchas may tend to a ſpeedy and general compoſure and qup 
eting of mens mindes in order to Peace : For which purpoſe ne 
further propoſe, 

8. That (publique Juſtice being firſt ſatisfied by ſome fewer. 
amples to Poſterity, out of the wort of excepted perſons and 
other Dclinquents having paſt their compoſitions) ſome conrk 
may be taken (by an A of Oblivion or otherwiſe) whey 
the ſeeds of future War or Fewds, either to the preſent age 
poſteriry may the berter be taken away, by eaſing that ſenceof 
preſent, and ſatisfying thoſe fears of future ruine or undoing 
to perſons or families, which may drive men into any deſperats 
ways for ſclf-preſervation. or remedy ; and by taking away tht 
private remembrances and diſtinctions of parties, as far asmay 
ſtand with ſafety to the Rights and Li-erties we have hitherto 
fonghe for. 

There are beſides theſe, many particular things which we co:ld 
wiſh to be done, and ſome to be undone, all in order {till to the 
ſameends of Common Right, Freedom, Peace and Safety : but 
theſe propoſals aforegoing preſent, being the principal thing 
we botromand inliſt upon, we ſhall (as wehave aid before, for 
our parts) acquieſce for other Frriculars to the Wiſdom and 
Juſtice of — | | 

And whereas it hath been ſuggeſted or ſuſpeRted, That 1n our 
late or preſent proceedings,our deſign is to overthrow Presoyter), 
or hinder the ſetlement thereof, and to have the Indepont 
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wernment ſet up, we do clearly diſclaim and difavow any 
deſign : we only deſire, That according to the Declaration 
promiſing a proviſion for terder Conſciences) there may ſome 
fectual courſe be taken according to the intent thereof, and that 
ih, who upon conſcientious grounds may differ from the eſta- 
liſhed Forms, may not for that be debarred from the common 
Rights, Liberties or Benefits belonging equally co all, as men and 
nembers of rhe Commonivealth, while they live ſoberly , ho- 
ſtly, and inoftenſively towards others, and peaceably and faith- 

ly towards the State. 

Wee have thus freely and clearly declared the depth and 
ttoms of our hearts & deires, in order to the Rights, Liberties, 
{Peace of the Kingdom ; wherem we appeal to all men, whe- 

her we ſeek any thing of advantage to our ſelves, or any parti- 
lr party what cvergto the prejudice of the whole ; and whether 
hethings we wiſh and ſeek, do not equally concern and conduce 
the good of all in common, with our ſelves: According to 
he fincerity of our-deſires and intentions, wherein (as we have 
ready found the concurrent ſence of the people in divers Coun- 
s by cheir Petitions to the General, expreſfling their deep re- 
ntment of theſe things, and preſſing us to ſtand for the interelt 
f the Kingdom cherein, ſo) we ſhall wiſh and expect to finde 
© 10animous COncurrence of all others, who are equally concern- 
L with us in theſe things, and wiſh well to the Publique. 
Ando (truſting in the mercy and goodneſs of God, to paſs 
Fand help any failings or infirmities of ours, in the carriage or 
oceedings hereupon ) we ſhall humbly caſt our ſelves and the 
Ine upon his good pleaſi:re, depending only on his preſerce - 
dbleſſing for an happy iftte, ro che Peace and good of this poor 
dom : In the accompliſhment whereof, we deſire and hope, 
# God will make you blefed inftruments, 


By the appointment of his Excellency Sir Tho: Fairfax, 4 
Soldiers of the Army under his Command. 
Albans, June 14, Signed by me 
1647, : 


Joun Rus Hworr #, 
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